B4 BIEFMEC & HEERF

B
>
i
%
i

EEE NEREEE (1FE~34E) HEl
(DManga Koshien

MangaXKoshien, a big contest for comics, started in 1992 and is held every summer in Kochi.
Every Year, about 300 high schools join Manga Koshien from all over Japan.
Kochi Prefecture is called the kingdom of comics because Kochi has produced many famous
cartoonists.
Not only that, there are several events and places related to comics in Kochi.

Manga is one of the most popular cultures in Kochi. (69words)
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Yosakoiis a summer festival in Kochi.
It started in 1954, and now we can see Yosakor everywhere in Japan.
Here in Kochi, it lasts for four days in August.
A lot of people come to Kochi to join or see it.
At the festival, about 18,000 people dance every year.
They perform in teams to get prizes.
Each team wears colorful costumes, and dances with naruko, small clappers.
Dancers must have naruko in their hands.
Every performance is amazing and exciting.

Yosakoi'is a pride for us in Kochi.  (90words)
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The Shimanto River is the longest river in Shikoku.
It flows through mountains to the Pacific Ocean without any dams.
It is famous as “Japan's last clear river.”
There are various kinds of fish in the river because it has a rich natural environment.
A lot of people enjoy fishing, swimming, and rafting there.
You can enjoy the view from a Japanese boat on the river, too.
The Shimanto River has unique bridges.
They are chinkabashi, ‘sinking bridges.”
If it rains a lot, they can sink under the water.

They are popular spots for tourists. (95words)
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Sakamoto Ryoma was born in Kochi in 1835.
When he was twelve years old, he entered a kenjutsuschool, and practiced kenjutsuvery hard.
At the age of 16, he went to Edo to improve his kenjutsu skills.

Ryoma felt that the Edo bakufu government was too weak to protect Japan from foreign
threats.
In those days, Satsuma and Choshu had great power.
Ryoma went to Satsuma, and he worked hard to make a strong bond between Satsuma and
Choshu.
Finally, the two countries agreed to fight the government together.

Ryoma wanted to make Japan a modern country, but there were a lot of people who didn't
like his idea.
In 1867, he was killed in Kyoto.
He played an important role for the Meiji Restoration but he himself couldn't see that.

(132words)
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